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ADVERTISEMENT 


THE following Letters are all of them 
written by the ſame Author, under different 
ſignatures, and have already made their appear- 
ance in ſeveral of the Public Papers; they 
would not have been offered to the Public, in the 
ſhape they now are, had not the Author been 
ſolicited to Publiſh them together, by ſeveral of 
his Friends, whoſe ſavourable opinion of them, 
bas been a ſufficient gratification to him for his 
efforts in the great cauſe of Parliamentary 
Reform. 


iſt January, 1793» 
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MORE REASONS 


FOR A 


Reform in Parliament, &c. 


* * 
— 


To the Preſident or Chairman of the Society 
for the Relief and Diſcharge of Perſons im- 
priſoned for Small Debts. 


SIR, 


] BEG leave to trouble you with the ſentiments of an 
individual on the nature and ends of the ſociety of 
which you have the honour to be preſident ; and although 
this letter bears an anonymous ſignature, I truſt that it 
will not, on that account, have leſs attention paid to it by 
your truly humane and patriotic body. | 

When ſchemes or plans, are ſuggeſted (though by an 
humble and obſcure member of the community), which 
have reaſon and truth for their baſis, and irrefutable argu- 
ments for their ſupport, though they ſhould never be 
adopted, they at leaſt merit notice; and thanks are 
certainly due to the perſon who propoſes them for the 
uprightneſs of his intentions. 

I have not the ſmalleſt doubt, fir, but it is the ardent 
with of your ſociety to do all the good they poſſibly can; 
on this ground, therefore, I ſhall ſubmit to their candour 
and good ſenſe the ſentiments which will follow in this 
letter; and I ſhall do it with the more confidence, as I 
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know from my acquaintance with the conſtitution, and 
the experience which I have had in the profeſſion and 
practice of the common law of this country, for a con- 
ſiderable number of years. paſt, that I am not altogether 
unqualified for the taſk; and I truſt I ſhall prove to them, 
that inſtead of applying medicines to the diſeaſed and 
lingering patient, they may in time be able to remove the 
diſeaſe iiſelf. The exiſting laws in this country, which 
authorize impriſonment for debt, are partial, vicious, and 
ineffectual : they are partial, in as much as the makers 
and framers of thoſe laws are exempt from their operation ; 
they are vicious, becauſe they allow individuals to gratify 
their private malice. and revenge, in the detaining their 
debtors in priſon even for life; and they are ineffeQual, 
by reaſon, that both creditor and debtor are generally in a 
worſe ſituation when the debtor is diſcharged from, than 
whe! he firſt went into, priſon. 

Impriſonment for debt is likewiſe rendered more op- 
preſſive by the very heavy and grievous coſts attendant 
thereon, which very frequently amount to more than the 
debt, and are often indeed the ſole cauſe of a man's being 
detained in priſon. 

The lawyers have in general been ſuppoſed to be the 
ſole partakers of this abominable, this diſgraceful plunder ; 
but the fact is, that the government at large, together 
with ſubordinate placemen and penſioners, enjoy at leaſt 
an equal ſhare of the emoluments with the * of 
the law. The enormous ſtamp duties which are impoſed 
upon almoſt every law proceſs, the prepoſterous and 
uſeleſs ſees of office, for which there is not the ſhadow of 
a pretence, and laſtly, the more grievous and expenſive 
fees of a priſon, are an outrage upon liberty and juſtice. 

But how can we reaſonably expect, that laws ſhould be 
either juſt or equa], or that evils like thoſe which I have 
hinted at ſhould be redreſſed, as long as the people are un- 
juſtly deprived of their repreſentation in parliament. If 
the repreſentation is partial, ſo alſo will be the laws; if 
the members are venal and corrupt, then will the laws be 
not only partial but oppreſſive: and all the relief which a 
ſociety like yours can afford to perſons under the oppreſſion 
of ſuch laws, will be trifling and inſignificant. Your 
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applications are levelled at the effect, whereas they ſhould 
be directed to the cauſe, which, could you remove, the 
effect would ceaſe: the evil is ſo deeply rooted, and the 
ſyſtem become ſo depraved and corrupt, that nothing ſhort 
of a total renovation can poſſibly produce all thoſe deſirable 
ends, which enlightened and liberal men in general, as 
well as thoſe of your ſociety, ſo ardently wiſh for. The 
only method to 4. that renovation is for the people, of 
all denominations and deſeriptions, to unite with firmneſs 
and ardour, in patriotic ſocieties, for the purpoſe of pro- 
curing a fair and equal repreſentation in parliament. 

Be aſſured, that whenever that great and deſirable end 
ſhall be obtained, your ſociety will have nothing further 
to do; the good of the whole will then be provided for by 
the whole, inconteſtibly proving the truth of the very 
ancient maxim, ** Omne majus continet in ſe minus.“ 

With the greateſt reſpect and eſteem for the ſociety 
and the moſt heartfelt wiſhes, for the freedom and hap- 
pineſs of Engliſhmen in particular, and of mankind in 
general, I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf 


Your very obedient Servant, 


September 5th, 1792. PHILANTHROP0S. 
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LETTER II. 


To Sir William Henry Aſhbburſt, one of the 
Juſtices of the Court of King's-Bench. = 


SIR, 
THOUGH an humble and obſcure individual of the 


community, permit me to thank you for your recent, 

well timed addreſs to the grand jury.— Like the wiſe and 
judicious proclamation, it will tend to promote that ſpirit 
of diſcuſſion, and free enquiry, which, happily for the 
people of. this country, is gone forth, and which will give 
them ſome ideas of the hleſſings of our conſtitution (if we 
have one). Amongſt theſe bleſſings, I obſerve, you 
(charaQeriſtically enough) particularize law, meaning, I 
preſume, law in general, including, no doubt, every 
ſpecies of law which is handed down to us, either by the 
obſcure, uncertain, arbitrary, and equivocal term of cu/tom, 
or that other, which, though written, is, thank God, 
not leſs obſcure and uncertain ; and, to the glory of this 
country, forms a maſs of no leſs than 15 folio volumes 
to ſay nothing of the enormous collections of caſes ad- 
judged, and not adjudged, abridgements, digeſts, reports, 
vade mecums, dictionaries, grammars, treatiſes, &c. 
You, fir, having been brought up to the honourable trade 

of the law, mult, no doubt, feel great uneaſineſs at the 

thoughts of its been ſimplified, and made intelligible to 

the meaneſt capacity (a conſequence which would neceſ- 

farily follow from a reform here); but what is moſt to be 

regretted by all lawyers and other true lovers and admirers 

of our happy conſtitution is, that, in ſuch a caſe, juſtice 

would be more impartially adminiſtered, at a much leſs 

expence 
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expence than it now is and litigation, oppreſſion, chicane 
and fraud, the very prominent and pleaſing features of the 
preſent ſyſtem, would be annihilated. 

As your addreſs ſeemed to hint at the licentiouſneſs of 
the preſs; and as you, no doubt, mean to purſue the ſub- 
ject further, it may not be altogether unintereſting for you 
to know, that ſince the iſſuing of the Proclamation, no 
leſs than 130, ooo copies of that moſt infamous and daring 
libel on monarchy and ariſtocracy, called “ Rights of 
Man,“ written by Thomas Paine, have been bought by 
the infatuated people of this happy and, who, with grief 
I ſpeak it, are determined, at length, to read and judge 
for themſelves! This muſt undoubtedly be prevented 
what I, therefore, ſhall moſt. earneſtly requeſt of you 


now, is, that you will, with all that zeal and ability for 


which you are ſo remarkable, write a refutation of the 
work above alluded to—the arguments will ſoon be 
controverted by ſo able a judge as yourſelf, and you will 
derive: more laſting fame from ſo extraordinary a perfor- 
mance, than any you can poſſibly gain from paſſing ſen- 


© tence an the printers and publiſhers of the work. 


I have the honour to be 
Your's, &c. &c, ' 
One oF THE MULTITUDE. 
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LETTER II. 


To the Secretary of the Aſſociation for pre- 
| ſerving Liberty and Property againſt Re- 
publicans and Levellers. 


SIR, 
ALTHOUGH a perfect ſtranger to yourſelf, and to 


the men who compoſe the aſſociation to which you 
have publicly announced your name as ſecretary, I fhall 
proceed to offer you a few obſervations on the inſtitution. 
As to who or what the perſons are who compoſe the ſociety, 
I, for myſelf, care little about, becauſe I think that every 
man in the ſtate, although he may have no property, has 
nevertheleſs impreſcriptible, unalienble, indefeaſible rights 
ſuch, for inſtance, as the right of repreſentation—a right 
which all men have, but which few enjoy—a right that no 
man, however baſe and corrupt he may be, can alienate; 
for ſuch an alienation would be, according to the eternal 
and immutable laws of juſtice, nudum pactum, and con- 
ſequently void in ſe. It ſeems therefore to me, that your 
fociety have rather miſtaken their ground. They ſtile 
themſelves to the public, © An affociation for preſerving 
liberty and property againſt republicans and levellers.” 
They at their outſet have gone too far;“ ſo far indeed, 
that L much queſtion whether they have not overreached 
themſelves. Their eagerneſs in the good cauſe in which 
they have embarked, has tempted them to make aſſertions 
which they will find it difficult to prove. I take it to be 
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logically true, that before any man can poſſibly preſerue 
a thing, he. muſt be in the actual poſſeſſion of it. 
Where then is. the liberty which your Aſſociation, 
either collectively or individually, poſſeſs? Do they 
poſſeſs it by the payment of exorbitant taxes---the ne- 
ceſſity, propriety, or juſtice of which they have never 
conſented to? If ſuch is the Liberty they poſſeſs, and ſuch 
the Liberty they with to preſerve, how idle and how un- 
neceſſary is the object of their Aſſociation] for what ſet 
of men in the country would dream of depriving them of 
ſo valuable a poſſeſſion ® As to the ſecondary object of the 
Aſſociation, viz. The preſervation of their property, 


there certainly ſeems to be ſomething more like a pretence. 


for it, for as moſt of the property of the Aſſociation is to 
be found in the Red Book in the liſt of Placemen and Pen- 
ſioners, it is very neceſlary, that ſuch kind of property 
ſhould be preſerved even vi et arms, ſhould the temper 
of the times require it, and which (by the bye) is not 
altogether improbable. I cinnot but applaud the Aſſo- 
ciation for giving ſo early a proof of their patriotiſm 
in the choice of their chairman, a man, who, on account 
of his poſſefling immenſe property, being totally free from 
Ariſtocratical influence, and not holding any place under 
the. preſent government (though a very virtuous one} is 
the more to be depended on by the public at large, as well 
as by thoſe who have thought fit to exalt him into the 
chair, | 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient Servant, 


NO PENSIONER, 
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The Anfezer of Jobn Bull t his Brother- 


homas. 


Dxar BROTHER, 


1 HAVE received your Letter, entitled, One Penny- 


worth of Truth,” which I think very dear, when I 
conſider the contents, It grieves me much to obſerve, 
that your ſentiments are totally altered; you formerly 


uſed to be a true friend to Liberty, but it ſeems now, 


Thomas, that you are the advocate, and I fear, the pen- 


ſioned advocate for Deſpotiſm : You appear to be much 
"offended at the French, for telling us, All mankind are 


equal ;” and you lay it is a lie—but I fay, Thomas, it is 
true, for all men are equal in their rights, and fo they are 
in the eye of the law; but the French have never ſaid, 
as you have artfully ſaid for them, that all men are equal, 
or ought to be equal in their properties or poſſeſſions, be- 
cauſe they know very well that all men are not, and never 
can be, equal in talents and abilities. 

Our father uſed to tell us, Thomas, that all power was 
derived from the People, and that no government was 
lawful that was not founded on their conſent; but I am 
ſorry to find that you have deſerted theſe principles, and 
have adopted the old exploded doctrine, that Kings are the 
Lord's Anointed, and hold their crowns independent of 


the will of the People. If aur anceſtors had held this doc- 


trine, there would have been no Revolution in 1688; nor 
would the preſent family have been upon the throne, 
Furthermore, Thomas, if you had held this doctrine in 
the 


[uy 


the year 1945, yout head would probably have been upon 
Temple Bar. 

Your accounts of French affairs are evidently taken 
from newſpapers, which are notoriouſly in the pay of 
their enemies; but I, Thomas, who have juſt arrived 
from Paris, know a little more about the matter; and it 
would not be amiſs, Jet me tell you, if you and I, and all 
the family of the Bulls, were to behave civil to the French, 
for 1 am ſure they are very civil and hoſpitable to all of 
our Family in France. According to your ideas the 
People are a mob; if ſach is your idea of the ſoveres, 
People, may I be one of the mob as long as I live; and I 
do aſſert, that * there can be no lawful Government but 
what the People make.” What you ſay about Tom 
Paine is a lie; he never declared, that when he had made 
Revolutions againſt the Kings upon earth, he would try 
his hand at a Revolution in Heaven. That he has made 
revolutions in men's minds is very certain; but it would 
have done you more credit, it you had refuted the author, 
and not abuſed the man. You conſtantly couple Kings 
with God, and attempt to prove their divine origin from 
Scripture; but why did not you give us © the words of the 
Lord unto the people, that aſked of him a King,” Samuel 
1, Cap. 8.---I'll tell you why, Thomas, becauſe it did 
not ſuit your purpoſe. As to your anointing and your. oil, 
that's too {tale a joke for the preſent day. I do not wonder 
at your abuſing the Preſbyterians, becauſe it is well known 
you are a High Churchman, and (as your letter to me 
ſufficiently proves) a rank Tory; but when you ſay 
% our National Debt, fer which we are now paying ſuch 
heavy taxes, was doubled by the troubles in America, all 
brought on us from the beginning by the Diſſenters, there 
and here, you aſſert a moſt wicked and malicious falſehood, 
which the hiſtory of the times ſufficiently proves; you 
know very well, or at leaſt you ought to know, that the 
Diſſenters uniformly reprobated that war as impolitic and 
unjuſt; they maintained, not that kings exiſt by divine 
right, but that no people ought to be taxed, but by them- 
ſelves, that is to ſay, by their repreſentatives freely and 
fairly choſen; where then were the Repreſentatives of 
America? Were they to be found in the Houſe of 5 
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mons? No: for they repreſent not one hundredth part of 
the People of England.“ Were they to be found in the 
Houſe of Lords? No; for they repreſent none but them- 
ſelves. Were they to be found in the King? No; for he, 
according to your doctrine, repreſents none but God ! It is 
the opinion, Thomas,of all but high churchmen and tories, 
that if the people of England had been fairly and equally 
repreſented in Parliament, the war with America would 
not have happened, and we ſhould have eſcaped 140 millions 
of debt, which would undoubtedly have been a being. 
But how comes it you have been ſo ſparing of tne enu- 
meration of the bie//ings we enjoy; you have made no 
mention of the Game Laws, Exciſe — Tithes, Teſt 


At a time when intereſted individuals are confederating with the ſale 
view to perpetuate abuſes, and to drown the voice of the people in their 
cry for a Parllamentary Reform, there is a peculiar propriety in remind- 
ing the public of the former conduct of the virtuous and patriotic William 
Pitt.-—"* On the Seventh of May, 1783, the day aſter the call of the 
« Heuſe, Mr. William Pitt made his promiſed motion reſpecting the Re- 
* form of Parliamentary Repreſentation. As the mode of proceeding 
« by a Committee, propoſed laſt year, had formed one of the prin- 
« cipal objcRions againſt the Reſorm itſelf. he thoaght it more advi- 
„ ſcablc to bring forward ſome ſpecific propofitions : theſe were, 


J. That it was the opinion of the Houſe, that meaſures were highly 
„ neceſſary to be taken for the future prevention ef bribery aud 
6 expeuce at elections.“ 


4 II. That for the future, when the majority of voters for any Bo- 
** rough ſhall be convicted of groſs and notorious corruption be- 
% forc a ſelect Committee of the Houſe, appointed to try the 
“ merits of any election, ſuch Borough ſhould be disfranchiſed, 
© and the minoity of voters, net ſo convicted, ſhould be enti- 
« tled to vote for the County in which ſuch Borough ſhould be 
„ ſituated,” 


„III. That an addition of Knights of the Shire, and of Repreſenta - 
6 tives of the Metropolis, ſhould be added to the ſtate of Repre- 
„ \-ntation.” He luft the number for future diſcuſſion, but ſaid 
* he mauld propoſe One Hundred. 


Vids Annual Regifter for 1783. 


AQs, 


„ 


* Acts, and various other bleſſings, too numerous to men- 

4 tion at preſent, but about which I will be more explicit in 
| my next; and ſhall at preſent be content with ſubſcribing 

myſelf (in the ſinsere wiſh for your ſpeedy reformation) 


.F | Your affectionate Brother, 
9 Joan Burr. 
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